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§ Proverbs provides wisdom, not guarantees 



“Many are the reminders… that even the 

best training cannot instill wisdom, but only 

encourage the choice to seek it… A son may 

be too opinionated to learn (13:1; cf. 17:21). 

A good home may produce an idler (10:5) or 

a profligate (29:3): he may rebel enough to 

despise (15:20), mock (30:17) or curse (30:11; 

20:20) his parents; heartless enough to run 

through their money (28:24), and even to 

turn a widow mother out of doors (19:26).”



Proverbs 4:1-4 (NIV) 

Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction;

pay attention and gain understanding.
2 I give you sound learning,

so do not forsake my teaching.
3 For I too was a son to my father,

still tender, and cherished by my mother.
4 Then he taught me, and he said to me,

“Take hold of my words with all your heart;

keep my commands, and you will live.



Proverbs 4:10-13 (NIV) 
10 Listen, my son, accept what I say,

and the years of your life will be many.
11 I instruct you in the way of wisdom

and lead you along straight paths.
12 When you walk, your steps will not be hampered;

when you run, you will not stumble.
13 Hold on to instruction, do not let it go;

guard it well, for it is your life.



Proverbs 4:14-16 (NIV) 
14 Do not set foot on the path of the wicked

or walk in the way of evildoers.
15 Avoid it, do not travel on it;

turn from it and go on your way.
16 For they cannot rest until they do evil;

they are robbed of sleep till they make someone stumble.
17 They eat the bread of wickedness

and drink the wine of violence.



Proverbs 4:18-19 (NIV) 
18 The path of the righteous is like the morning sun,

shining ever brighter till the full light of day.
19 But the way of the wicked is like deep darkness;

they do not know what makes them stumble.
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Proverbs 4:11, 14, 18-19 (NIV) 
11 I instruct you in the way of wisdom

and lead you along straight paths…
14 Do not set foot on the path of the wicked

or walk in the way of evildoers…
18 The path of the righteous is like the morning sun,

shining ever brighter till the full light of day.
19 But the way of the wicked is like deep darkness;

they do not know what makes them stumble.



Fifth: Honor father and mother

Sixth: Do not murder

Seventh: Do not commit adultery

Eighth: Do not steal 

Ninth: Do not bear false witness

Tenth: Do not covet 

1:8; 4:1, 10; 10:1; 13:1

1:10-12; 6:17

2:16-19; ch.. 5; 6:20-35; ch. 7

1:13-14; 11:1

3:30; 6:18-19; 10:18; 12:17, 19

6:18

—Adapted from Tremper Longman III, Proverbs: Baker 
Commentary on the Old Testament Wisdom and Psalms, p. 81 
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My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline,

and do not resent his rebuke,

12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves,

as a father the son he delights in.



2. Teach the Way 

Three features of parental training in Proverbs  

§ Affection (4:1-3) 

§ Discipline (13:24; 22:15; 29:15, 17)

§ Instruction (4:1-4)



Deuteronomy 6:5-9 (NIV)

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on 

your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when 

you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 

and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind 

them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your 

houses and on your gates.



2. Teach the Way 

Application 

§ To teach the way, you must know the way à Dads, get 
in the Word



It was not easy for Mr. Taylor, in his changeful 

life, to make time for prayer and Bible study, 

but he knew that it was vital. Well do the 

writers remember traveling with him month 

after month in northern China, by cart and 

wheelbarrow with the poorest of inns at 

night. Often with only one large room for 

coolies and travelers alike, they would screen 

off a corner for their father and another for 

themselves, with curtains of some sort; and 

then, after sleep had at last brought a



measure of quiet, they would hear a match 

struck and see the flicker of candlelight which 

told that Mr. Taylor, however weary, was 

poring over the little Bible in two volumes 

always at hand. From two to four A. M. was 

the time he usually gave to prayer; then he 

could be sure of being undisturbed to wait 

upon God.



2. Teach the Way 

Application 

§ To teach the way, you must know the way à Dads, get 
in the Word

§ Teaching takes time à Dads, prioritize your 
relationships with your kids 
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3. Lead the Way 

Application 

§ Dads, we have to lead by example in our character, 

behavior, attitudes, relationships, devotion, 

commitments, and repentance. 



Summary 

1. Know the way 

2. Teach the way 

3. Lead the way 



Summary 

1. Know the way 
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3. Lead the way 

à Jesus is the way (John 14:6) 



If you had gone to Buddha and asked him, 

‘Are you the son of Brahmah?’ he would have 

said, ‘My son, you are still in the vale of 

illusion.’ If you had gone to Socrates and 

asked, ‘Are you the son of Zeus’ he would 

have laughed at you. If you had gone to 

Mohammed and asked, ‘Are you Allah?’ he 

would first have rent his clothes and then cut 

your head off….



The things [Jesus Christ] says are very 

different from what any other teacher has 

said. Others say, “This is the truth about the 

Universe. This is the way you ought to go,” 

but He says, “I am the Truth, and the Way, 

and the Life.” He says, “No man can reach 

absolute reality, except through Me. Try to 

retain your own life and you will be inevitably 

ruined. Give yourself away and you will be 

saved.”

—C. S. Lewis


