


Hebrews 10:19-23
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 

blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 

curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the 

house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 

with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 

wavering, for he who promised is faithful.



Hebrews 10:24-25
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
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Two gospel privileges: ”Since we have…”  

1) Confidence to enter… (vv. 19-20)

2) A great high priest… (v. 21)

Three exhortations: “Let us…” 

1) Draw near (v. 22) 

2) Hold fast (v. 23) 

3) Consider one another (vv. 24-25) 

Three motivations: “For…” 

1) A warning: “the Lord will judge…” (vv. 26-31) 

2) An encouragement: “recall the former days…” (vv. 32-34)  

3) A challenge: “therefore, do not throw away your confidence…” 

(vv. 35-39)

The Structure of Hebrews 

10:19-39
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It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of Christian 

brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom of God 

that any day may be taken from us, that the time that 

still separates us from utter loneliness may be brief 

indeed. Therefore, let him who until now has had the 

privilege of living a common Christian life with other 

Christians praise God's grace from the bottom of his 

heart. Let him thank God on his knees and declare: It is 

grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed to live in 

community with Christian brethren.
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Think about it. Maybe you struggle with hidden hatred 

toward a brother all week. But then his presence at the 

Lord's Table draws you to conviction and confession. You 

struggle with suspicion toward a sister. But then you see her 

singing the same songs of praise, and your heart warms. 

You struggle with anxiety over what's happening politically 

in your nation. But then the preacher declares Christ's 

coming in victory and vindication, you hear shouts of 

"Amen!" all around you, and you recall that you belong to a 

heavenly citizenry allied in hope. You're tempted to keep 

your struggle in the dark. But then the older couple's tender 

but pressing question — "How are you really?" — draws 

you into the light. None of this can be experienced virtually. 

God made us physical and relational creatures.”
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Hebrews 3:12-13
12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 

leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every 

day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 

deceitfulness of sin.
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The writer of Hebrews directs us to the doctrine of 

indwelling sin. On the cross and in the resurrection, Christ 

broke the power of sin over us (Rom. 6:1-14), but the 

presence of sin remains. Sin is being eradicated within us, 

and this process will continue until we are sin-free. But 

while sin remains, we must remember that sin is 

deceitful. Sin blinds —and guess who gets blinded first? 

Me!...Christ captures this truth with his word picture in 

Matthew 7. He says we can see a speck of dust in our 

neighbor's eye, but we are oblivious to a huge piece of 

lumber sticking out of our own! Since each of us still has 

sin remaining in us, we will have pockets of spiritual 

blindness.



The reality of spiritual blindness has important 

implications for the Christian community. The Hebrews 

passage clearly teaches that personal insight is the 

product of community. I need you in order to really see 

and know myself. Otherwise, I will listen to my own 

arguments, believe my own lies, and buy into my own 

delusions. My self-perception is as accurate as a carnival 

mirror. If I am going to see myself clearly, I need you to 

hold the mirror of God's Word in front of me.
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