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1 Corinthians 2:1-16

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to 

you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I 

decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 

crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 

trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in 

plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 

of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men 

but in the power of God. 



1 Corinthians 2:1-16
6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed 

to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of 

God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of 

the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, 



1 Corinthians 2:1-16

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 

imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the 

Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who 

knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which 

is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God 

except the Spirit of God. 



1 Corinthians 2:1-16
12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 

who is from God, that we might understand the things freely 

given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by 

human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 

truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not 

accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 

and he is not able to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. 



1 Corinthians 2:1-16
15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be 

judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the 

Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
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2. The implications of this word/Spirit connection

Three implications: 

o The tests of authenticity 



1 John 4:1-6

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone 

out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every 

spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not 

from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 

coming and now is in the world already. 



1 John 4:1-6
4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for 

he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are 

from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the 

world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God 

listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By 

this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.



The spirit that operates in such a 

manner, as to cause in men a 

greater regard to the Holy 

Scriptures, and establishes them 

more in their truth and divinity, is 

certainly the Spirit of God. 

—Jonathan Edwards, The Distinguishing Marks 

of a Work of the Spirit of God
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3. The application for us today

a. Devotion to the Scriptures

b. Dependence on the Spirit 



Without the Holy Spirit, Christian 

discipleship would be inconceivable, even 

impossible. There can be no life without the 

life-giver, no understanding without the 

Spirit of truth, no fellowship without the 

unity of the Spirit, no Christlikeness of 

character apart from his fruit, and no 

effective witness without his power. As a 

body without breath is a corpse, so the 

church without the Spirit is dead. (John 

Stott)
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